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Who We Are

The American Reference Center in Nairobi, Kenya is a specialized reference and research facility.  Our purpose is to provide accurate, up-to-date information and background about the United States and about topics that are important to both Kenya and the U.S.

The Center serves Kenyan government officials, members of Parliament, the judiciary, journalists, educators, economists, business and health professionals, NGOs, and individuals with an interest in the United States.

Collections and research activity focus on the following subjects:

· U.S. Society, Institutions, and Values

· Democracy and Governance

· Human Rights

· Economic and Trade Issues

· Health and HIV/AIDS

· Law, Legislation, and Justice

· Media & Information Technology

Resources

The Center has approximately 2,000 books, 30 periodical and newspaper subscriptions, full Internet access, and a variety of online resources, including:

· Electronic Journals

· Policy Databases

· Government and Think Tank Reports

· CD-ROM Encyclopedias & Phone Directories

In addition, staff at the American Reference Center uses these premium databases for high-quality results:

Reference & Information Services

Staff assistance is available during regular hours listed in this brochure.  Queries may be submitted in person or by telephone, fax, or email:

Phone:
       254-2-3636205/196/197

Fax:
       254-2-3636353

Email:
       ircnairobi@state.gov

Lending Library
Books are available for checkout by registered members.  Application forms are available at the Center or by request.

Group Presentations

Demonstrations of resources at the American Reference Center can be arranged for groups upon request.






Sample reference requests

What is the email address of the mayor of Austin, Texas?

What is the status of the House bill on refugees from Sudan?

Who designed the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington, DC?

What came out the 2001 World Conference on Racism?

Are there any U.S. regulations on Internet privacy?

What are Nike’s total world sales?

Does Florida have an anti-corruption law?

What are the latest advances in research on HIV/AIDS?

How many Kenyan students are enrolled at U.S. universities?

I need articles for a speech on tax reform.

Who said “A house divided against itself cannot stand?”
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American Reference Center

United Nations Avenue, Gigiri

P.O Box 606, Village Market

00621 Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: 254-2-3636196/197/205

Fax: 254-2-3636353

Visit Our Web Site 

http://usembassy.state.gov/nairobi




HOURS OF OPERATION





Monday, Tuesday, Thursday	09.00–16.00 Wednesday			09.00–13.00


Friday				09.00–12.00





The Center is closed on Kenyan and American holidays.  For the current holiday schedule, check our web site: http://usembassy.state.gov/nairobi


				  


HOW TO CONTACT US





Mail or Visit


U.S Embassy, Public Affairs Section


American Reference Center


United Nations Avenue, Gigiri


P.O Box 606, Village Market


00621 Nairobi, Kenya





Telephone


254-2-3636196/197/205





Fax


254-2-3636353











Email


ircnairobi@state.gov





STAFF





George Kamau	Director


Catherine Muia	Reference Assistant


Rukiya Mwinyi		IRC Assistant


Godfrey Waweru	Clerk




















ProQuest and EbscoHost – Full-text    databases with a combined collection of 


over 6,000 major American newspapers,     periodicals and journals  





Lexis-Nexis – Full-text legal, legislative, news, and reference information





Dow Jones/Factiva – 2800 trade publications and major news sources such as Reuters, the Wall Street Journal, and hundreds of local and international newspapers





First Search – 65 databases including bibliographic and indexing services, Dissertation Abstracts, and the Index to Legal Periodicals





Books in Print with Reviews – Published reviews and ordering information for thousands of U.S. titles, searchable by subject





Federal News Service – Transcripts of Washington D.C. testimony, hearings, briefings, and press conferences





GaleNet – Five databases including Associations Unlimited, Biography Resource Center, and Expanded Academic Index with the full text of articles from 900 journals





Stat-USA – Economic, industry, and trade statistics from the U.S. Department of Commerce





Leadership Directories – Up-to-date directories of the U.S. Congress, judiciary, federal, state, and city governments, law firms, NGOs, media, and associations





Facts on File – Concise chronologies of world events drawn from major newspapers











