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June 15, 2003

********** RELEASE ********** RELEASE **********

MOMBASSA, KENYA – Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa (CJTF-HOA) personnel arrived at the Port of Mombassa Saturday aboard the United States Navy’s High Speed Vessel, HSV-X1 Joint Venture, for combined training exercises with Kenyan naval forces in support of ongoing coalition counter-terrorism activities in the Horn of Africa region. 


The goal, for what will be an extended period of operations in coastal and international waters between Kenyan and CJTF-HOA forces, is the integration of a variety of advanced technologies into coastal and maritime counter-terrorism plans and operations.  


The introduction of the high-tech Joint Venture into cooperative efforts between Kenyan and CJTF-HOA forces closely follows a wide range of Kenyan initiatives to aggressively guard against terrorist threats.  Kenya has been a leader in the war on terrorism in the region, taking decisive action to address anti-terrorism issues associated with air and port security.  Now, in partnership with CJTF-HOA, combined forces are focusing on countering coastal and maritime terrorist activity. 

-- more --

2-2-2 HSV


The 313-foot Joint Venture is a high-speed, aluminum catamaran-hulled, ocean-going vessel.  It is rapidly re-configurable and can ferry up to 325 combat personnel and 400 tons of cargo nearly 3000 miles one way at speeds in excess of 40 knots.  

Other capabilities of the vessel include, but are not limited to, ship-to-shore logistics in coastal or littoral waters, command and control and support for helicopter and amphibious operations including force insertion, recovery and redeployment. 


The Australian-built vessel was showcased by the U.S. Department of Defense during experiment Millennium Challenge 2002 through support of missions along the western coast of the United States such as airborne and sea-based insertions. 


A shallow draft and swiveling vehicle ramp enable the Joint Venture to access five times as many ports as conventional cargo ships.  It is also highly maneuverable, capable of making a sharp 90-degree turn at full speed and stopping in three ship lengths. 


Ultimately the Joint Venture provides CJTF-HOA and coalition partners with high-speed, ocean-going reach and the capability for at-sea forward staging base operations in support of maritime forces and smaller craft.  Such capability is critical in the Horn of Africa region with its lengthy coastlines.  

For its counter-terrorism mission, CJTF-HOA defines its operations area as the total airspace, land areas and coastal waters of Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Yemen.  

-- more --

3-3-3 HSV


The CJTF-HOA headquarters, formed specifically to oversee operations in the Horn of Africa for U.S. Central Command in support of the Global War on Terrorism, has a focused mission – to detect, disrupt and defeat transnational terrorist groups in the region and support coalition partner efforts to deny the opportunity for reemergence of terrorist networks in the Horn of Africa.   

Having established a regional counter-terrorism headquarters at the newly renovated 88-acre former French Foreign Legion post, Camp Lemonier in Djibouti, the total CJTF-HOA contingent numbers more than 1,800, representing all branches of the U.S. armed services, Coalition military members and civilian personnel.  

-- 30 --
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